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  Caymans first Head of Police article Roddy Watler and his officers welcome the Governor. Photo circa 1930s to 1940s. Photo courtesy Joan 
and Colin Wilson

One hundred and twelve years ago, 
ground-breaking legislation was en-
acted that would formally establish a 
police force in the Cayman Islands. In 
1907 the �irst ever of�icers to police in 
Cayman were supervised by a British in-
spector, who oversaw four local consta-
bles. Their work was to keep the peace 
among the 5,000 or so inhabitants who 
lived in the islands, as well as oversee 
postal and customs duties and guard-
ing short-term prisoners. Their daily 
demands included hoisting the Cayman 
Islands �lag over government buildings 
every morning.

In 1925 Major Rodriguez (Roddy) 
Watler became known as Cayman’s 
head of police. Mr Roddy knew everyone 
in Cayman and held down a multitude of 
jobs as well as the islands’ top police of-
�icer, including lighthouse keeper, fore-
man of public works, head of immigra-
tion and warehouse keeper. He also ran 
the Home Guard in Cayman from 1942 
to 1945. His bravery in saving lives dur-
ing the hurricane of 1932 earned him 
the King George Silver Medal.

In 1957, while Cayman was still un-
der Jamaica’s rule, a contingent from 
the Jamaican police came to Cayman 

... Continued story on page 5

  Royal Fidelity President Michael Anderson, Premier Alden McLaughlin and Fidelity Cayman President Brett Hill

By Lindsey Turnbull

Giving his annual unof�icial state of the union 
address at Royal Fidelity’s Cayman Economic 
Outlook Conference last Thursday, Premier Alden 
McLaughlin said he wanted to start a discussion 
in Cayman about whether to introduce high rise 
buildings that far exceed the current limit of ten 
storeys along Seven Mile Beach and also at Camana 
Bay. Acknowledging that this would be a contro-

versial discussion point, the Premier said he wel-
comed the discussion because it was necessary to 
take bold measures to ensure Cayman’s continued 
success in the decades to come.

The Premier said that if Cayman was to contin-
ue to grow it was his view that Cayman needed to 
make really creative use of the scarce space the 
island had. Government was currently consulting 

... Continued story on page 7

The United Kingdom and its Caribbean overseas territo-
ries are on a collision course over the contentious issue of 
same-sex marriage.

A recommendation that the British Overseas Territories 
(OTs) legalise same-sex marriages has been met with an 
immediate, harsh and ongoing �lood of rejection and con-
demnation.

It’s contained in a report by the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee(FAC) of the British parliament titled; ‘One family: 
Rethinking Britain’s relationship with the Overseas Terri-
tories’.

It comes out of a six-month-long inquiry into the future 
of relations between the OTs and United Kingdom - the 
‘mother country’/administrative authority.

The title of the report, while clearly aiming to address a 
concern held by many of the UK’s Caribbean OTs that they 
feel less than family, however brings to the fore the rules 
and behaviours within the ‘family’ that they are expected 
to adhere to.

Missing from this is who makes the rules, the conditions 
under which they are imposed, and whether such family 

... Continued story on page 8
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EDITORIAL
Knowing our 

History
We can never plan for the future, 

if we do not know our past
This week the Caymanian Times 

launches a brand-new series taking a 
look at all aspects of life here in Cayman 
now, and as it was decades ago. Having 
recently celebrated the 60th anniversa-
ry of our Coat of Arms, we thought this 
a �itting exploration of how far we have 
come as a small nation.

We are very excited about this series 
and look forward to those good old 
memories that will be brought to print, 
once again, by Lindsey Turnbull.

Some of the memories that we will be 
re igniting include Education/schools, 
Transport, Tourism, Art, Healthcare 
and even the media.

One of our goals is to encourage the 
youth to read about Cayman History 
and we are certain that those students 

at CIFEC who are regular readers of 
the Caymanian Times will be excited 
to learn of this new column. 
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Interprimary 
Sports 2019

The royal visit scheduled to occur dur-
ing the period 27th to the 29th March 
has impacted the hosting of the 2019 In-
terprimary sports. On Wednesday 27th 
March, 2019 students will be required to 
be at the airport to greet the Royal family.

In addition Thursday 28th March 
has been of�icially declared a Public 
Holiday.

As a result, the 2019 Interprima-
ry sports will now take place on 
Thursday 4th April,2019 when Field 
events will occur and Friday 5th 
April,2019 when the Track Meet will 
take place.

The Department of Education Ser-
vices apologizes for any inconvenience 
caused. 

Planned Works – 
Lawrence Blvd 
Road Closure

Water Authority-Cayman wishes to 
advise its valuable customers and the 
motoring public of a partial closure of 
Lawrence Blvd. The turning lane from 
West Bay Road into Lawrence Blvd 
will be closed to facilitate the installa-
tion of new wastewater infrastructure. 
Work will commence on Monday, 25 
February and last for approximately 
one week.

During this period a diversion will 
be in place to allow road users access 
to Lawrence Blvd and representatives 

of the Authority will be on hand to di-
rect traf�ic.

Traf�ic signs will be posted in the 
area. Motorists are asked to drive with 
caution to ensure their own safety, as 
well as the safety of Water Authority 
staff.

The Water Authority apologies for 
any inconveniences this may cause, 
and thanks the public for their pa-
tience and understanding as it up-
grades its wastewater infrastructure 
to better serve you. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES

CPR Cayman 
Rebuttal to Premier 

McLaughlin's Chamber 
Luncheon Address

Public Money
Premier McLaugh-

lin again stated at 
last week’s Chamber 
of Commerce lunch-
eon that no public 
money will be used 
to build the pro-
posed cruise berth-
ing facilities. This 
statement may be 
technically correct, 
however it is mis-
leading. Taking into 
consideration the 
accounting princi-
ple, substance over 
form, while public money might not be 
allocated to pay for the facility up front 
i.e. the initial capital, the cost is actually 
a loan to Cayman which will be repaid 
to one or more private companies, in 
the future from port, or other, as deter-
mined by the government, receipts out 
of future public money.

Bigger ships
The Premier refers to the cruise lines 

building bigger and bigger ships, again, 
correct but misleading. The cruise lines 
are building a few bigger ships, how-
ever, as supported by the cruise in-
dustry order book for new vessels, the 
majority (69%) of new ships on order 
between 2019 and 2027 are for the 
smaller vessels with passenger capac-
ity under 4,000, all of which can tender. 
The largest class ships with passenger 
capacity over 6,000 represent 9% of 
new ships on order during this period 
. The cruise industry recognizes there 
is a limited market for the novelty new 
larger ships, and publicly available in-
dustry reviews indicate cruise visitors 
prefer the smaller vessels, notably un-
der 3,000 passengers. Further, of the 
announced destinations for the 28 
ships on order with passenger capacity 
of over 5,000, only one is scheduled to 
sail the Caribbean, in contrast with 6 to 
sail in China, and 5 to sail in Europe and 
Asia.

Innovate or die like Kodak
We do need to innovate, but it is 

wrong to think that bigger is better, that 
multiple millions of cruise visitors and 
more of the same for more crowds is 
the way to go, where is the innovation 
in that? 

What we actually need to do is protect 
our cruise tourism by enhancing our 
offering, improve the experience of our 
current visitors and make ourselves a 
distinct and unique destination, stand 
out from the crowd. And we can do this 
without incurring hundreds of millions 
of dollars of debt to the cruise lines and 
losing control of our cargo and cruise 
port.

If one of Cayman’s tourism industry 
goals remains to convert cruise visitors 
to stayover visitors, we need to improve 
our offering with a focus on quality of 
experience rather than downgrading it 
through overcrowding.

The environment
The Premier saying that ‘the develop-

ers will do their best to keep the envi-
ronmental impact to a minimum’, is of 
little comfort to anyone who has even 
a basic understanding of the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment report and/
or understands the nature of the limita-
tions clearly stated in the report. At the 
moment George Town harbour and its 
surrounding is enviable, with clear wa-
ters and beautiful Caribbean sand, full 
of snorkelers, swimmers, glass bottom 
boats and submarines. All of this will 
disappear from dredging during con-
struction and under the silt from bow 
thrusters and fuel pollution from huge 
ships at permanent, dockside berths. A 
high cost for current and future Cayma-
nians to pay in terms of lost ecosystem 
services, loss of cultural and historic 
ship wrecks, loss of scenic coastline, and 
lost tourism revenue for the businesses 
currently operating there.

Massive economic 
gains, increased 

employment and business 
opportunities

So many construction jobs and busi-
ness opportunities, but for whom?

The Government have failed to dis-
close the type of new job opportunities 
that they claim will be made available, 
how they have evaluated the economic 
bene�its and are reluctant to share with 
the public the business opportunities.

$245 million economic bene�its? An 
interesting �igure, where does this come 
from and more importantly who does it 
go to? Given that the cost of the project 
has been projected to exceed US$250 
million and we know that this will rise 
again (and again), most likely to well 
over US$300 million, where’s the eco-
nomic bene�it in that?

To use the words of our 
Premier:

This comes down to a question of 
judgement – do the economic and envi-
ronmental costs outweigh the bene�its? 
This should be a question asked to the 
Citizens of this country, whose children 
and grandchildren will be the ones most 
impacted. In an informed democracy, 
the government should enact the will of 
the people.

CRP Cayman 

COMMUNITY VOICE
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Preparations for March’s Honour-
ing Women Month (HWM) events have 
been signi�icantly boosted by a stra-
tegic alliance between the Ministry of 
Community Affairs’ Gender Affairs Unit 
(GAU) and the Family Resource Centre 
(FRC).

“The Gender Affairs Unit and the FRC 
essentially share the same goals in advo-
cating for gender equality and highlight-
ing the role of women in society. We both 
appreciate the importance of government 
agencies working collectively towards 
common objectives, especially those 

which will impact not only women and 
their families but the community as well,” 
says Senior Policy Analyst (Gender, Diver-
sity and Equality) Karlene Bramwell.

“Many of the campaigns and pro-
grammes that the Family Resource Cen-
tre runs; particularly those for March’s 
Honouring Women Month, are designed 
to promote greater equity and social co-
hesion in the wider community. There-
fore it is entirely natural that we support 
one another,” explains the Ministry’s 
Deputy Chief Of�icer André Ebanks.

Earmarked to offset the cost of stag-
ing activities to mark the 20th anniver-
sary of the observance in the Cayman 
Islands; the GAU contributed $9,000 
which represents the largest single do-
nation made to the Family Resource 
Centre from an entity. Additionally, the 

GAU will also be participating in many 
of the HWM’s activities.

Mr. Ebanks presented the cheque, fol-
lowing a tour of the FRC’s temporary 
of�ices at Walker House, 77 Mary Street, 
George Town on Friday, 22 February 
2019.

Programme Facilitator Anne-Marie 
Diaz, who received the cheque on behalf 
of the FRC, agrees: “We are delighted 
by the Ministry’s donation in support 
of HWM activities. There is increasing 
evidence that shows that empowering 
women in communities is a precursor of 
social and economic growth.”

For the Honouring Women Month 
events schedule, visit the FRC’s Face-
book page https://www.facebook.com/
FamilyResourceCentre/, email frc@gov.
ky or call 949-0006. 

Gender Affairs Unit Bolsters 
Honouring Women Month

Some 20 senior managers and human 
resources (HR) staff from the Ministry 
of Health recently attended a two-day 
training intended to enhance their re-
cruitment skills.

SHRM Senior Certi�ied Professional 
Susan White, a former Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Human Resource Executive at 
global �inancial services �irm JP Morgan 
Chase, led the sessions. Key topics that 
she covered included job analysis, iden-
tifying competencies for various posi-
tions, and the assessment of competen-
cies through behavioural interviewing.

Ministry of Health Chief Of�icer Jennif-
er Ahearn explains that behavioural in-
terviewing is the process of determining 
how an interviewee will act in speci�ic 

employment-related situations in order 
to �ind the right recruitment candidates.

“Ms White is a specialist in the area of 
talent development. This is a key goal for 
the Deputy Governor’s Five Year plan, 
but also a necessity for any agency or 
organisation that wishes to achieve sus-
tainable success,” Ms Ahearn remarks.

“Another focus for the �ive year plan is 
leadership”, the Chief Of�icer adds, “And 
we thought this would be an excellent 
opportunity to build capacity at the top 
of our organisations while at the same 
time empowering leaders and HR teams 
to shape their organisations going for-
ward.”

The Ministry’s Chief Of�icer, Depu-
ty Chief Of�icer, Heads of Department, 

Deputy HODs and all HR staff from 
agencies within the Ministry took part. 
As such representatives from the De-
partments of Health Regulatory Servic-
es, Environment, Environmental Health, 
Counselling Services, and the Mosquito 
Research and Control Unit were among 
those present.

The workshop used hands-on exercis-
es to guide them through activities such 
as identifying competencies and writ-
ing behavioural interview questions, 
all while conducting effective and fair 
interviews.

Human Resources Manager in the 
Ministry of Health Marcia Murray, who 
regularly attends Society Human Re-

sources Management conferences in 
the United States, came up with the idea 
for the training as a cost ef�icient way of 
sharing the same expert level of knowl-
edge as widely as possible within the 
Ministry.

Deputy Governor Franz Manderson 
says he was pleased to see agencies like 
the Ministry of Health using the Five 
Year plan as an impetus for staff devel-
opment.

“Ultimately if we build the capacity 
of our leaders they will be able to bet-
ter harness and keep the talent needed 
to create a better workplace and deliver 
world class services to our customer”, 
Mr Manderson comments. 

Enhanced Recruitment Process is 
Focus for Health Ministry Managers

  Some 20 senior managers and HR staff attended the two-day training session led by 
SHRM Senior Certified Professional Susan White (front row 3 –L)

 Ministry of Health staff during a two-day training session that focused on using interview 
techniques to find the right recruitment candidates (Photos by GIS)

  Programme Facilitator Anne-Marie Diaz receives a $9,000 cheque from the Ministry of 
Community Affairs for March’s Honouring Women Month activities presented by Deputy 
Chief Officer Andre Ebanks
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Responding to recent remarks by 
Premier Alden McLaughlin that imple-
mentation of certain proposals by a UK 
House of Commons committee would 
trigger his “lead[ing] the charge for in-
dependence”, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion the Hon. Ezzard Miller has called for 
a more deliberative response re�lecting 
an “appropriate level of seriousness.”

The Leader of the Opposition’s com-
ments follow Mr. McLaughlin’s remarks 
at the recent Chamber of Commerce leg-
islative luncheon.

“With Cayman obviously not being 
ready for independence, I can only infer 
from the Hon. Premier’s remarks that he 
regards the report as of no consequence 
or importance at this stage,” Mr. Miller 
said.

“That is unfortunate, as any percep-
tion of potential triggers of independ-
ence at this time should be taken very 
seriously and every effort should be 
made to deter any internal or external 
untimely precipitating actions,” Mr. Mill-
er said.

“A better approach would be to give 
active consideration to the report and 
respond in a timely way with a view to 
forestalling any potential negative con-
sequences,” Mr. Miller said, adding: “My 
�irst option would be to channel the pas-
sion inspired by the report into tabling 
and debating it in the Cayman Islands 
Legislative Assembly, with the aim of 
formulating a joint position and com-
municating that to the UK through the 
appropriate channels.”

The report, issued by the House of 
Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, 
is entitled “Global Britain and the Brit-
ish Overseas Territories: Resetting the 
Relationship.” The Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee was appointed by the House of 
Commons, and the report was published 
by “authority of the House of Commons” 
on February 21, 2019. Five of the elev-
en members comprising the Foreign Af-

fairs Committee, including the chair, are 
members of the Conservative Party now 
in power.

Mr. Miller said that, whilst it is true 
that the report originates with a com-
mittee of the House of Commons and 
not with the executive arm of the UK 
Government, and therefore at this point 
can be said to hold no immediate threat, 
“The committee will eventually channel 
these recommendations to the House of 
Commons and the proposals could ul-
timately �ind their way into legislation 
that, if passed, would bind the UK Gov-
ernment.”

Drawing a parallel with the Open Reg-
istry which is due to be implemented in 
the OTs in 2023, Mr. Miller noted that in 
that case the corresponding legislation 
presented in the House of Commons 
was opposed by the executive, but it 
bound them nevertheless when it was 
subsequently passed.

The recommendations being met with 
concern by many persons in Cayman are 
those proposing, respectively, that all lo-
cally resident UK and British Overseas 
Territory citizens be given the right to 
vote and hold elected of�ice and that 
same-sex marriage be legalised. Barring 
the highly unlikely possibility of Cayman 
acceding to these controversial recom-
mendations, if the corresponding leg-
islation is passed in the House of Com-
mons the UK Government would issue 
an Order in Council bringing them into 
force in the Cayman Islands.

“I join the Premier in his concerns 
about these two issues as well as others 
in the report, but where our views di-
verge is with respect to the notion that 
we should sit tight and hope that the 
recommendations go nowhere, while at 
the same time hold independence as a 
sort of sword of Damocles in the event 
the proposals do materialize as local 
law,” Mr. Miller said. “When we hear a 
train whistle, we don’t need to wait to 

see the train before we take preemptive 
action. We must take appropriate formal 
action now, debate the report in the Cay-
man Islands Legislature and report our 
concerns to the UK through appropriate 
channels.”

Mr. Miller explained: “We do not want 
external actions to push us towards a 
state for which we are not ready. We 
must take advantage of all available dip-
lomatic options to press home our views 
with the hope that we can resolve issues 
without any harmful impacts for the Is-
lands and our people.”

The Leader of the Opposition said, 
nevertheless, that as a British Overseas 
Territory “We must begin from now to 
prepare for greater internal manage-
ment of our own affairs by improving 
our standards of governance and by 
investing in our people and our institu-
tions that would foster strengthening of 
our governance capacity.”

Mr. Miller said that such preparation 
must include greater attention to safe-

guarding and expanding our econo-
my, while continually assessing global 
trends such as Brexit and threats to our 
�inancial industry.

However, a very important aspect of 
preparation was “to begin to consider 
the impacts and value of constitutional 
progression,” he said, adding: “We must 
begin to set benchmarks in governance 
as a part of a naturally evolving process 
of constitutional development.”

Looking ahead, Mr. Miller said: “I do 
hope that one day we will arrive at a 
constitutional status that would allow 
us a signi�icant level of true self-govern-
ance,” and added: “If we are to achieve 
that, as a developing territory we should 
begin communicating about and debat-
ing the advantages and values of consti-
tutional advancement.”

However, Mr. Miller added: “But right 
at this juncture, we should not be mak-
ing rash statements about independ-
ence, however passionately we may 
feel.” 

Opposition Calls for Deliberative 
Approach to UK Proposals

  Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Ezzard Miller

More than 120 students from 8 local 
schools participated in the inaugural In-
terschool Chess Tournament sponsored 
by Dart Minds Inspired. Hosted by Cay-
man International School, the competi-
tion was held on Wednesday, 27 Febru-
ary, at the Arts and Recreation Centre in 
Camana Bay.

The tournament, which featured 
round robin and championship rounds 
with divisions for primary, middle and 
high school students, lasted for approxi-
mately four hours.

MLA Barbara Conolly, who attended 
the event on behalf of the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Youth, Sports, Agriculture and 
Lands to present the winning students 
with their medals, says chess plays an 
important role in building academic and 
life skills.

“As Councillor for Education, I was 
pleased to attend the �irst Interschool 
Chess Tournament and present the 
medals to the winners. It's never too 
early for a child to learn how to play 
chess and I can attest to that as children 
from the age of seven participated in 
this tournament,” she says. “The game 
of chess helps children develop critical 
thinking skills such as problem solving, 
creative thinking, strategic thinking and 
sportsmanship, amongst others.”

Dart Education Programmes Man-
ager Glenda McTaggart says she hopes 
the success of the inaugural tourna-
ment will encourage the development 
of chess clubs at other local schools 
that do not currently have chess pro-
grammes.

“Playing chess and participating in 
chess tournaments can create oppor-

tunities for Cayman’s youth to compete 
at national, regional and international 
chess events,” she says, adding that the 
Cayman Chess Club hosts free chess 
classes and open challenges every Sat-

urday at 11:00am at the George Town 
Public Library for interested students.

Mrs. McTaggart says the event’s suc-
cess depended on the coordinated ef-
forts of volunteers from several local 
organisations and the support of local 
businesses.

“Volunteers from the Lions Club of 
Grand Cayman and the Cayman Chess 
Club oversaw the competition, Kirk’s 
Market and Foster’s Food Fair provid-
ed sandwiches and snacks, and the staff 
and senior students of Cayman Inter-
national School assisted tournament 
organiser Stephen Wise throughout the 
event,” she says. “Without their enthusi-
astic, loyal, and capable help, this tour-
nament could not have taken place.”

Mr. Wise says he was encouraged by 
the level of student and parent partici-
pation in the inaugural event.

“The tournament exceeded all our 
expectations. Enthusiasm and excite-
ment was clearly evident among all the 

students and parents who attended,” he 
says.

The Primary School Division was 
won by Luc Sinton of the Cayman Chess 
Club, the Middle School Division by 
Ryan Heffernan of Cayman Internation-
al School, and the High School Division 
by Edmund Pileta of Clifton Hunter High 
School. Congratulations to runners-up 
Arjun Dhanasekar of St. Ignatius Catholic 
School, and Alexander Grover and Tyler 
Dykstra of Cayman Prep and High School. 
Also competing in the Medal Round were 
Kiernan Finch and Ricardo Douglas of St. 
Ignatius Catholic School, Laia Swamina-
than and Lennox Turnham-Wheatley of 
Cayman International School, Daniel Sui-
co of Triple C School, and Khobika Rajesh 
Kannan of Cayman Academy.

The 2nd Interschool Chess Tourna-
ment is expected to occur in early 2020 
with further details to be announced 
closer to the event. For more informa-
tion, visit mindsinspired.ky. 

INAUGURAL INTERSCHOOL CHESS 
TOURNAMENT A SUCCESS

  The winners of the 2019 Interschool Chess Tournament pose with MLA Barbara Conolly, tournament organiser Stephen Wise and Dart Edu-
cation Programmes Manager Glenda McTaggart after receiving their awards
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The unusual nature of this year’s 
Atlantic hurricane season is making its 
impact felt as far north as the British 
Isles.

Mainland UK and Northern Ireland 
are bracing for a pounding from the 
remnants of Hurricane Ophelia which 
has roared up through the North Atlantic 
and was battering the Irish Republic on 
Monday with gusts close to 100 miles an 
hour.

Already three people have been killed 
in Ireland, and there have been power 
outages and other disruptions which 
might take over a week to return to 

normal.
This is the most powerful storm to 

have hit Ireland in over 50 years.
The storm was Monday evening 

ploughing its way north-eastwards 
through Northern Ireland, which is part 
of the United Kingdom, before sweeping 
into Scotland.

Northern England, Wales as well 
as London and other areas in south-
east England were expected to feel the 
effects of the storm with high winds and 
torrential rain forecast for some regions, 
especially those in the north.

London was already noticing the 
effects of this weather phenomenon 
Monday afternoon with the skies turning 
an orange tint and the sun taking on an 
eerie glow.

Weather experts explained that was 
due to dust from the Sahara desert 
that Ophelia had dragged through the 
atmosphere combined with haze caused 
by the glow of forest fires from as far 
away as Portugal.

The severe extra-tropical storm comes 
just a few days after the 30th anniversary 
of another weather phenomenon in this 
part of the world.

In the early hours of October 1987 
southern England was battered by the 
unannounced Great Storm (they didn’t 
have names then). 

The very experienced weather 
forecaster who under-estimated its 
impending ferocity has found as much 
notoriety as the storm itself which killed 
18 people and caused extensive damage.

Britain is better prepared this time 
around.

It comes just a few days after the 25th 
anniversary of the now infamous Great 
Storm of 1987.

BRITAIN BRACES...for a hurricane

Caribbean  at a Glance
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southern England was battered by the 
unannounced Great Storm (they didn’t 
have names then). 

The very experienced weather 
forecaster who under-estimated its 
impending ferocity has found as much 
notoriety as the storm itself which killed 
18 people and caused extensive damage.

Britain is better prepared this time 
around.

It comes just a few days after the 25th 
anniversary of the now infamous Great 
Storm of 1987.

BRITAIN BRACES...for a hurricane

Caribbean  at a Glance
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!
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T H E N  A N D  N O W

This week the Caymanian Times launches a brand-new series taking a look 
at all aspects of life here in Cayman now, and as it was decades ago. Having 

recently celebrated the 60th anniversary of our Coat of Arms, we thought 
this a fi tting exploration of how far we have come as a small nation

to restructure the police and create the 
formal position of Chief of Police. Two 
years later Cayman recruited its �irst 
female police of�icers, Zelda Valerie An-
derson and Marjorie McField. They were 
responsible for cases involving women 
and children.

The 1970s saw a new headquarters in 
George Town for the police and the next 
decade saw even more growth for the 
organisation, in keeping with the new 
waves of immigrants moving to Cayman 
following the previous decade’s intro-
duction of key legislation that would 
form the basis of the islands’ �inancial 
services industry. In 1983 HM the Queen 
visited Cayman and the police took on 
‘Royal’ in their title as a result of the 
royal visit. In 1996 the police’s profes-
sional code of conduct was written and 
implemented and the following year the 
word ‘force’ was replaced by ‘service’ to 
create the Royal Cayman Islands Police 
Service or RCIPS. That same year of-
�icers’ uniforms transitioned from the 
old khaki uniform to the modern white 
shirts and black pants with a red stripe 
with which we are familiar today.

A modern service
In 2000 there were 268 of�icers and 

50 support staff and that year saw 

a cycle unit out on the beat wearing 
shorts, a new introduction to the RCIPS 
uniform. Specialist divisions were in-
troduced to better manage crime, in-
cluding the Air Operations Unit, the 
Joint Marine Unit and Uniform Support 
Group. In 2009 the Joint Marine Unit’s 
�leet was bolstered by the arrival of the 
Tornado and Niven D boats and in 2010 
the Air Operations Unit came into be-
ing, bringing a helicopter on board to 
help combat crime and keep the island 
safe. Its uses have been numerous and 
include border protection, emergency 
response, air ambulance capabilities 
support for Fire and Rescue services, 
�irearms operations and disaster re-
sponse.

In 2016 Police Commissioner Derek 
Byrne became Cayman’s Chief of Police. 
In 2017, RCIPS of�icers answered 80 per 
cent of all emergency calls dispatched 
by the 9-1-1 Communication Centre, 
and 31,865 calls for service in total, en-
compassing both 9-1-1 dispatches and 
reports received through police stations. 
Today, of�icers and personnel work in a 
variety of roles, including emergency 
response, road and marine safety and 
enforcement, child protection, criminal 
investigation, intelligence, drug and �ire-
arm interdiction, border security, com-
munity outreach, �inance and admin-
istration, and many others. Presently 
there are approximately 70 civilians and 
404 police of�icers in the RCIPS. 

An ever-evolving police service
... Continued story from page 1

Three convenient locations to serve you, 
Savannah Countryside, Elgin Avenue George Town, 

Eastern Avenue George Town, drive thru rain or shine.

This one month special will commence on 
Wednesday February 27, thru to 

Thursday March 28, 2019.

You feel good when you look good!!!

Countryside Shopping Centre  -
 Savannah

Tel # 345 946 1884

Elgin Avenue,
 George Town

Tel # 345 949 2452

Main Store – Eastern Avenue, 
Drive Through (rain or shine) 

George Town  Tel # 345 949 7104 

DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY

This one month special will commence on

King Comforters and Spreads $21.85 (if laundered)

King Comforters and Spreads $24.95 (if dry cleaned)

Queen Comforters and Spreads $18.00 (if laundered)

Queen Comforters and Spreads $22.85 (if dry cleaned)

King Blankets $16.95
Queen Blankets $15.95

Drapery Cleaning : Drapes - Lined $2.19 per pleat

Drapes - Unlined $1.74 per pleat

Customer on site drapery cleaning can be done by 

appointments

Puritan Cleaners - The center for all your laundry and dry 
cleaning needs including wearing apparels

Come take advantage of Puritan Cleaners week 
day specials on Wednesdays and Thursdays on 

selected pre-paid household items:

  Albert Forbes, Hillary Ford, Gladys Prince, Jacques McLaughlin and Cardiff Solomon out-
side the old GT station. Photo courtesy RCIPS

  Police HQ 1973. Photo of Ed Oliver drawing courtesy RCIPS

  George Town HQ
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FOR SALE TRIPLEX NEWLY REFURBISHED 
LONGMEAD CLOSE
MARINA DRIVE
GREAT RENTAL INCOME $50K+++
Triplex
6bed, 5bath 
Asking $475,000
Construction: Block
Foundation: Slab
Year Built: 1996
Lot size: Acres 0.23 
Living space Sq Ft: 3.300
Block: 24E/Parcel: 249

Popular Rental Area in Prospect. Units always rented to professionals. 
Rental income: CI$50,400.00 (Potential ROI 10%)  

Three Townhouses (Triplex) a total of 3300 square feet:
3-two storey Townhouses. 

All have two bedrooms plus loft. 2 with two bathrooms, 1 with one bathroom.
6 Total bedrooms, 5 total bathrooms. All have lofts. 

Central A/C
Each Townhouse has its own underground utilities with its own meters. 

Large garden parcel with room for expansion. 
All three apartments have been totally refurbished including a new roof, electrical, plumbing, appliances and 

furniture. The living rooms are very spacious and beautifully decorated with an open kitchen
Locations, Location, Location. Reside in one apartment and help pay your mortgage with the income for the 

others two apartments. Each apartment has its own washer, dryer, electrical and water meter. The parking lot 
can accommodate up to 6 vehicles. 

For more information or to organize a viewing of the property please contact Valentino Salvi  at 325-6372 or 
visit our new website at: www.utopiacaymanrealty.com

The second PwC Junior Grand Prix for 
2019, organized by the Tennis Federa-
tion of the Cayman Islands (TFCI), took 
place at the Cayman Islands Tennis Club 
(CITC) on Friday, February 22 and Sat-
urday, February 23, 2019.

There was a good turnout with eight 
players in the 10& Under age group, �if-
teen in the 14& Under age group, and 
�ive in the 18& Under age group.

The 10& Unders competed in singles 
while the 14& Under and 18& Under age 
groups had the opportunity to play in 
both singles and a doubles tournament.

Tournament Director, Ilian Nachev, 
was pleased to observe that all players 
demonstrated exemplary behaviour 
and sportsmanship. The weather was 
great during both days of the tourna-
ment, so there weren’t any delays due 
to rain and all matches went as sched-
uled. The results of the tournament are 
as follows:

In the 18& Under division, Jake Booker 
defeated Lauren Fullerton in a three-set 
drama fest (1-6, 6-3, 6-2), to capture the 
singles title. Third place went to Willow 
Wilkinson, who defeated Zach Jackson 
with 6-3, 6-2. The young ladies, Lauren 
Fullerton and Willow Wilkinson defeat-
ed the young gentlemen, Jake Booker 

and Zach Jackson 8-5 in an 
entertaining doubles �inal.

Albert Berksoy defeated 
Rafael Wejbora with 3-6, 
6-3, 10-3 to win the singles 
title in the 14& Under di-
vision. This was a rematch 
of the �inal of the January 
tournament in which Al-
bert managed to squeeze 
out the victory as well. Phin 
Ellison secured third place 
by winning 6-4, 6-4 against 
Jake Fagan. Jay Jackson tri-
umphed in the Consolation 
tournament by defeating 
Milana Thompson with 6-2, 
6-3. Berksoy and Wejbora 
outplayed Ellison and Dan-
ny Kish 8-1 in the 14& Un-
der doubles �inal.

In another exciting 
match, Noah Mitten defeat-
ed Andrew Jacques 6-4, 6-4, 
sealing the title in the 10& 
Under age division. Noah 
has won both tournaments this year. 
Lea Neverilova was victorious over new-
comer Luke Higgo for third place, whilst 
the Consolation tournament was won by 
Alex Linkowski.

Thanks to the TFCI for organizing yet 
another great junior event and to PwC 
for sponsoring it. Many thanks also to 
the CITC for generously providing their 
tennis courts for the tournament.

The next PwC Junior Grand Prix will 
be held from April 5th to 7th at the 
CITC. If you are interested in signing up, 
please contact the TFCI at admin@tfci.
ky. 

Good turnout for the second 
PwC Junior Grand Prix

  Group photo with PwC banner

 Willow Wilkinson   Andrew Jacques  Albert Berksoy
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19 North Development Company Ltd. 
(“19 North”), a new affordable for-sale 
residential development in the Cayman 
Islands, recently launched its pre-sales in-
itiative to resounding response. Pre-sales 
opened to the public in December 2018 
through a digital-led whisper campaign, 
and only 20 of the development’s 75 apart-
ments are still available for purchase.

Located along the northern stretch of 
Esterly Tibbetts Highway, just west of 
the Dart Nursery, the new residential 
community boasts �ive acres of land for 
its 75 units, which are laid out across 
three buildings. Ranging from one- to 
three-bedroom apartments, homes start 
from only CI$212,000.

Working with Cayman Islands-based 
architect Pedro Theye of Elegant De-
sign and local construction �irm Thistle 
Cayman, who have managed large-scale 
development projects including Boggy 
Sands Club and Margaritaville Beach Re-
sort Grand Cayman, 19 North has been 
intelligently designed with its future res-
idents in mind. The development’s three 
apartment blocks are centred around 
ample outdoor facilities and communal 
gathering spaces that create a balance 
of style and purpose; combining high 
living standards and plentiful amenities 
with an affordable price point.

Apartments range from 400 to 1,175 
square feet and all feature balconies 
overlooking the property’s gardens and 
public spaces, high ceilings, modern �in-
ishings, and open-plan interior layouts 
with exceptional functionality. Future 
residents will also have access to a state-
of-the-art gym, 60’ pool and dedicated 
barbeque area, as well as extensive gar-
dens featuring native trees and shaded 
pavilions for outdoor recreation and ac-
tivities.

Director of 19 North, Jonathan Mur-
phy, explained how the development 
will meet demand in the local property 
market. “We understand from talking to 
a number of local businesses that there 
is a lack of quality, affordable housing 
solutions that are conveniently located 
for their employees. With a pipeline of 
projects that will serve to booster Cay-
man’s tourist and service industries, 
there will be continued pressure on 
the residential market to provide via-
ble housing options for both locals and 
expats. Communities like 19 North, on 
the Seven Mile Beach corridor, aim to �ill 
this void by providing a convenient and 
competitively priced solution for �irst-
time homeowners and renters alike.”

For many of its future residents, 
19 North will also offer unparalleled 

monthly rental rates in a sought-after 
rental property location. It is in close 
proximity to shopping amenities in The 
Republix West Bay Plaza and popular 
restaurants within Morgan’s Harbour 
and the Cayman Islands Yacht Club, 
and bene�its from excellent transpor-
tation links to Camana Bay and George 
Town. The new community will also 
bring repeat customers to these and 
other local businesses in West Bay and 
create local construction job opportu-
nities.

The development is on schedule to 
break ground in March 2019 and be 
ready for residents to move in by April 
2020. Details of the development will 
continue to be released as construc-
tion progresses. For more information 
on purchasing at 19 North visit, ww-
w.19north.ky or contact sales@19north.
ky. To keep up-to date with the lat-
est project happenings, follow 19 
North on Facebook (www.facebook.
com/19northky) and Instagram (www.
instagram.com/19northky). 

Affordable Residential Development 
Seeks to Meet Local Market Demands

  Kitchen – future residents will enjoy top of the range Whirlpool appliances from A.L. 
Thompson   Living room – open-plan interior layouts feature high ceilings and modern finishings

  Exterior – all units feature balconies overlooking the property’s gardens and public spaces

on a draft National Planning framework 
that is beginning to look at some of the 
crucial land use choices that face Cay-
man in the years to come.

“I support that consultation process 
and I hope that everyone will want to 
take part in the debate,” he said.

On the way up
In particular, the Premier focused on 

the bene�its he said would be brought 
about by taking buildings beyond the 
regulation ten storeys.

“Over a period of decades, we have 
gradually allowed taller buildings as de-
mand for property increases,” he said. 
“This demand continues and strength-
ens and under the growth we are now 
experiencing there is already pressure 
to go beyond the current maximum of 
ten storeys.”

The Premier asked the audience to 
consider whether the Cayman commu-
nity wanted to continue with incremen-
tal change, as had been the case histor-
ically, or whether now was the time to 
“think bigger and act more boldly” when 
it came to land use and building heights.

“If so, how high and where do we want 
future development to be allowed?” he 
questioned.

The Premier also called for input as to 
how George Town could be revitalised. 
He said that Government had already 

removed some restrictions for building 
in the capital and asked whether Gov-
ernment should consider allowing tall-
er buildings in George Town. The other 
obvious example of the potential for tall-
er buildings was along the Seven Mile 
Beach corridor, the Premier said.

“All the messages about the strength 
of the tourism market and the luxu-
ry housing market suggest that there 

may be no obvious links with building 
heights in terms of what the market will 
bear,” Mr McLaughlin stated. “The ques-
tion becomes then what does our com-
munity want to see happen. The answer 
to that crucially is dependent upon the 
bene�its any such development brings. 
If we are to take bold steps then there 
must be clear and tangible bene�its for 
Caymanians.”

The Premier said that if the develop-
ment was seen to be just luxury hotels 
and accommodation for rich foreigners 
then the community would rightly re-
ject it.

“If, on the other hand, it is not just 
seen to be, but actually is, about delivery 
of improvement of infrastructure and 
in the economic and employment op-
portunities and the social conditions of 
Caymanians, then I believe this is a de-
bate we should be ready to engage in,” 
he con�irmed.

The Premier said that by way of a 
kickstart to that debate, representatives 
from Dart Enterprise Ltd had already 
spoken with Government regarding 
plans for a landmark development with-
in Camana Bay that included an “iconic 
tower that greatly exceeds current de-
velopment height limits, creating a new 
skyline that will be recognisable the 
world over.”

Dart were promising to also commit 
to investing an additional $1.5 billion, 
not just in the development itself, but 
also infrastructure improvement and 
supporting workforce development.

The Premier said that everyone knew 
that future development along Seven 
Mile Beach was inevitable and had al-
ready started to take place. The ques-
tion was whether to restrict the type of 
development permitted. He said that 
perhaps Cayman could be happy with 
the incremental approach that had taken 
place so far over the years, but queried 
what would happen in decades to come.

“This approach is unlikely to ensure 
the country will maximise the full eco-
nomic bene�its of the Seven Mile Beach 
corridor,” he said, adding that the alter-
native was to be bold. A more proactive 
approach was one that that considered 
taller buildings that generate much 
more economic activity and income for 
the islands than other types of develop-
ment, and one that required developers 
to provide further setbacks, creating a 
larger space between the building and 
the beach.

“I believe we must at least take a long 
hard look at the potential for the kind of 
tower that what Dart is proposing. The 
potential economic bene�its are consid-
erable,” he said. 

Premier wants discussion on high rise buildings

 Moderator Chris Duggan from Dart Enterprise Ltd greets Governor 
Martyn Roper to the RFCEO conference

  Premier Alden McLaughlin

  Left to right: Roy McTaggart, Minister of Finance & Economic 
Development; Mike Anderson, President Royal Fidelity; Brett 
Hill, President of Fidelity Cayman; Chris Duggan, of Dart 
Enterprise Ltd and event moderator

... Continued story from page 1
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rules - and norms - are just accepted at 
face value, determined by the ‘de jure’ 
head of the household, or if there’s room 
for cultural and religious sensitivities.

As outlined in the FAC’s report, it’s 
more of the former and less - or none - 
of the latter.

“It is time for all OTs to legalise same-
sex marriage and for the UK Govern-
ment to do more than simply support it 
in principle. It must be prepared to step 
in, as it did in 2001 when an Order in 
Council decriminalised homosexuality 
in OTs that had refused to do so.”

The committee insists that: “The(Brit-
ish) Government should set a date by 
which it expects all OTs to have legalised 
same-sex marriage. If that deadline is 
not met, the Government should inter-
vene through legislation or an Order in 
Council.”

It’s this demand - much more than 
just a recommendation - that the OTs 
�ind particularly and understandably 
quite galling in this highly divisive issue.

It was already indicative during the 
course of the July 2018 to February 
2019 inquiry that lines were already 
been drawn in the sand.

The FAC noted the reactions then.
“From a UK perspective, a notable 

point of divergence and friction is same-
sex marriage, which has been legalised 
in all but the �ive OTs in the Caribbe-
an (Anguilla, BVI, the Cayman Islands, 
Montserrat, and Turks and Caicos), 
though this bar is currently being chal-
lenged in the courts in the Cayman Is-
lands.

“This means not only that same-sex 
couples cannot marry, it can also lead to 
restrictions on the ability of OT citizens 
to bring their same-sex spouse to live 

permanently in the territory, even if the 
couple was legally married outside the 
territory.”

It also noted:
“It is certainly a problematic issue 

across the Caribbean, including within 
the Overseas Territories. It is divergent 
from the UK policy and approach in gen-
eral. There are heated discussions, but 
there are certain actors within Over-
seas Territory societies and the Carib-
bean more generally, including church 
groups, who have fought and are �ight-
ing very strongly against any change to 
legislation.”

The direct reactions from OT leaders 
is also documented.

“We asked the elected leaders of An-
guilla, Montserrat and TCI if they in-
tended to legalise same-sex marriage.

The TCI Premier said: “We consult our 
people when we make major changes—
that is what I will say”.

The Montserrat Premier said that it 
was important for the UK to recognise 
that “as separate territories, with ethnic 
diversity from your territory and cultur-
al differences, we ought to be allowed 
to make decisions on matters such as 
same-sex marriages”.

Anguilla’s Chief Minister said: “This is 
a cultural issue in our part of the world, 
and it is necessary to have consultation”.

We asked the BVI and Cayman Islands 
governments in writing to tell us if they 
would legalise same-sex marriage.

BVI told us that its constitution de-
�ines marriage as between a man and 
a woman. The Cayman government did 
not respond.”

The UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth 
Of�ice (FCO) which is directly respon-
sible for the OTs in the British govern-
ment, reported during the inquiry that 
“progress towards same-sex marriage is 

“notably slower” in the Caribbean OTs 
than elsewhere and that “rights to same 
sex marriage are being contested”.

But tThe FCO added that the (British) 
Government “has been clear that the 
OTs must ful�il their international ob-
ligations on the issue of LGBT equality. 
Encouraging legislative change contin-
ues to be a priority.

It’s noteworthy that while the FCO, as 
the administrative arm dealing directly 
with the OTs, speaks more cautiously of 
“encouraging legislative change”.

On the other hand, the FAC, which is a 
political committee of the British parlia-
ment, displays no equivocation in how 
it thinks the British government should 
deal with the issue.

“The Government should set a date by 
which it expects all OTs to have legalised 
same-sex marriage. If that deadline is 
not met, the Government should inter-
vene through legislation or an Order in 
Council,” it demands.

While the UK has the ultimate power 
to impose legislation by decree on its 
OTs, less so for its Crown Dependencies, 
the very nature of the issue requires for 

a more sensitive approach, while re-
specting human rights.

There’s also a shadow of moralising 
hanging over the issue by many of those 
in the OTs those who oppose same-sex 
marriage, not only on argued cultural 
grounds but citing Christian religious 
beliefs.

As homosexuality is the OTs has legal-
ised, albeit by British government im-
perial decree over local objections, the 
matter of same-sex marriage now seems 
more of a legal than a moral issue.

That line in the sand has already been 
crossed.

Will it now be erased by the very 
rough tide of opposition now washing 
over it?

This matter, coming as it does in the 
wake of the recent Joe Root/ Shannon 
Gabriel “there’s nothing wrong with be-
ing gay” row puts the issue - or keeps it 
- in the headlines.

The headlines, and the courts, might be 
the best place to bring all aspects of this 
divisive matter out of the closet and have 
a frank and open discussion about it.

Brace for a bruising debate. 

THE UK-OTs SAME-SEX FAMILY FEUD
... Continued story from page 1

By Humberto Márquez

The violent repression that prevent-
ed food and medical aid from cross-
ing into Venezuela, which left at least 
four people dead and 58 with gunshot 
wounds, has distanced solutions to 
what is today Latin America’s biggest 
political crisis, although 10 countries 
in the hemisphere are stepping up the 
pressure while at the same time ruling 
out the use of force.

But for the United States, “all options 
are on the table,” including the use of 
military force, according to President 
Donald Trump, and as his Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence reminded the 10 gov-
ernments of the Lima Group that met on 
Feb. 25 in Bogotá to discuss the situa-
tion in Venezuela.

Venezuela’s neighbours “don’t want 
war but continue to struggle for a po-
litical solution that would involve the 
departure from power of President 
Nicolás Maduro. By repressing the entry 
of humanitarian aid trucks, we have an 
excuse to increase political, economic 
and diplomatic pressure on the regime,” 
said Carlos Romero, a postgraduate pro-
fessor of political science at two public 
universities in Caracas.

The international aid accumulated in 
border areas of Colombia, Brazil and 
the neighbouring Dutch island of Cu-
racao consisted of a few hundred tons 
of medical supplies, some emergency 
medicines and food supplements that 
opposition Juan Guaidó ordered across 
the border on February 23.

Venezuela, with a population of 32 
million people, more than three million 
of whom have left the country in the last 
�ive years, according to United Nations 
sources, is in the grip of an economic 
and social crisis marked by hyperin�la-
tion measured in millions of percent an-
nually, as well as the collapse of its pub-
lic health system and of other essential 
public services.

Figures from a study by the three 
main universities in Caracas indicate – 
in the absence of of�icial �igures over the 
past three years – that poverty affects 
80 per cent of the population, and GDP 
has plunged 56 per cent in the last �ive 
years.

The Maduro administration milita-
rised and closed the borders, arguing 
that the aid was a pretext for foreign 
military intervention supported by the 
opposition led by Guaidó, the president 
of the parliament, who declared himself 
“acting president” on January 23.

Two trucks that made it partly across 
one of the bridges on the border with 
Colombia, some 860 kilometres from 
Caracas, caught �ire as Venezuelan se-

curity forces repelled young men ad-
vancing next to the vehicles, while in the 
neighbouring cities of Ureña and San 
Antonio members of the security forc-
es and armed civilians used gun�ire to 
disperse opposition marches aimed at 
receiving the aid.

In the extreme southeast of the coun-
try, where the Pemón indigenous peo-
ple live, hundreds of native people have 
been trying since February 22 to keep 
out military personnel attempting to 
prevent the entrance of trucks carrying 
aid from Brazil.

Alfredo Romero, director of the hu-
man rights group Foro Penal, said the 
military shot their way through, accord-
ing to indigenous leaders, leaving four 
dead and 25 with bullet wounds.

Indigenous groups seized and held 
several of the commanding of�icers for 
more than 24 hours, but then “some 70 
vehicles, including buses full of mem-
bers of the security forces, secured their 
release on their way to Santa Elena de 
Uairén,” a local resident of that city near 
the border with Brazil, 1,260 km from 
Caracas, told IPS.

Indigenous leaders are hiding in the 
countryside and in Santa Elena there 
is a de facto curfew, according to local 
residents who provided IPS with harsh 
photos and videos showing what hap-
pened there, while the opposition lead-
ership and the media were focusing on 
the events on the border with Colom-
bia.

Opposition leaders denounced the 
murders of at least 15 people in the area 
and the Foro Penal recorded nine cases 
of missing persons since February 23.

In Ureña and San Antonio, in south-
west Venezuela on the border with 
Colombia, more than 20 people were 
wounded by bullets �ired by members 
of the security forces or armed civilians 
wearing ski masks, according to reports 
from journalists in the area. Several op-
position demonstrations in support of 
the entry of international aid were also 
cracked down on heavily in the coun-
try’s hinterland.

Meanwhile, at least 326 members of 
Venezuela’s military and police, includ-
ing several mid-level of�icers, have de-
serted since February 23, �leeing mainly 
to Colombia.

The Lima Group – ad-hoc, this time 
made up of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, 
Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Venezue-
la-Guaidó- and the United States urged 
the military to stop supporting Maduro 
and to recognise and obey Guaidó as 
their commander.

The Lima Group stated that “the tran-
sition to democracy must be conducted 

by Venezuelans themselves peacefully 
and within the framework of the Consti-
tution and international law, supported 
by political and diplomatic means, with-
out the use of force.”

That renunciation for now of the use 
of force “runs counter to radical people 
in the Venezuelan opposition who are 
desperate because they have not found 
a quick solution,” Romero said.

The call for the use of force “has 
gained ground, because of the way the 
government has dug in its heels and re-
fused to consider any alternative path 
that would involve giving up power, in 
a kind of existential struggle,” Luis Sala-
manca, also a postgraduate professor of 
political science at the Central Universi-
ty, told IPS.

He quoted Maduro’s Vice President 
Delcy Rodriguez, who said, hours after 
the violent events at the borders, that 
the government’s determination “is 
a small part of what we are willing to 
do.”

Washington increased the �inancial 
and asset blockade against the Venezue-
lan State, as well as measures on visas 
and assets of its authorities, while the 
Lima Group decided to increase inter-
national denunciations and tighten the 
diplomatic and political noose around 
Maduro.

Romero warned, however, that in the 
acceleration of the crisis so far in 2019 
“no element of moderation has worked: 
the compromise initiative set forth by 
Mexico and Uruguay, the European Un-
ion contact group and some countries of 
the Americas died at birth, as did Pope 

Francis’s insinuation that he would me-
diate if requested by the parties.”

While the government digs in its 
heels, the Venezuelan opposition “has 
to imagine and develop actions that 
keep people’s hope alive, to �ight the 
discouragement that set in after the goal 
of bringing trucks in with aid was not 
achieved,” Félix Seijas, director of the 
pollster Delphos, told IPS.

The experts who spoke to IPS agreed 
that the opposition led by Guaidó made 
a mistake in making the entrance of aid 
on February 23 a decisive battle, arguing 
instead that the call for the re-establish-
ment of democracy is a gradual process 
with many steps.

Salamanca stressed that “the govern-
ment seems �irm, but with each passing 
hour new pieces are moved, and there 
is an underground current that is crum-
bling the bases on which it is sustained. 
The desertion of the members of the 
military is a very striking sign in this re-
gard.”

But for now, the leadership of Vene-
zuela’s armed forces remains complete-
ly loyal to Maduro.

Meanwhile, on the international 
stage, the United States, the country 
with the greatest capacity to exert 
pressure in the hemisphere, request-
ed a new meeting on Venezuela at 
the United Nations Security Council, 
this time with the backing of the Lima 
Group, which described the crisis in 
the oil-producing country as “an un-
precedented threat to security, peace, 
freedom and prosperity throughout the 
region.” 

Repression Stands in the Way of 
Political Solution to Crisis in Venezuela

  A young man wounded by a bullet during protests in Santa Elena de Uairen is transported 
on a motorcycle by other young opposition demonstrators during protests after food and 
medical aid was prevented on February 23 from entering the country from nearby Brazil, 
1,260 kilometers southeast of Caracas. (Credit: Courtesy of local residents of Santa Elena 
de Uairen)
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Your free Guide to Cayman Businesses, 
Services, Real Estate, Specials and More

Advertising prices starting 
from $10 per week
For more details email Trader@Caymaniantimes.ky 

or call 945 8463 / 9162000 or visit our office 
on #19 Walkers Road

Your free Guide to Cayman Businesses, 
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search
Babble
Bobbin
Bobble
Bubble
Cobble
Dabble
Dybbuk
Gibbet
Gibbon
Gobble
Hobble

Nibble
Nobble
Nubbin
Pebble
Rabbit
Rabble
Ribbon
Robber
Rubber
Rubble
Wobble

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.
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BIG SALE
½ Page

$199

Use Caymanian Times
for your Real Estate advertising

For more information
Call 916 2000 or 926 1343 

Email sales@caymaniantimes.ky
Visit our new location at #19 Walkers Road

Sale expires March 31, 2018

C A Y M A N  I S L A N D S
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1 ACRE FARM AND HOUSE LOTS FOR SALE

1 ACRE lots starting at

$75,000
Only 11 Lots available

Lots for agriculture farming and house use

Located in East End, High Rock Drive

FRANKLIN SMITH

•  Price discounts of 

$5,000 offered if 

lots are paid for  

up front

•  Lots  can be 

purchased via 20% 

down payment 

and 80% upon 

completion once 

lot Numbers are 

issued by Planning 

Department

• Comprehensive 

Development 

Agreement in  

place to protect  

Lot Owners.

• Lots Owners can 

place a Caution on 

property to protect 

their financial 

interest until Lot 

Numbers are 

available and title 

can be transferred 

upon full payment.

•  Lot Owners will 

have the option for 

standard electricity 

or solar for their 

irrigation system.

•1st and 2nd purchasers  

get special introductory Pricing!

For more information contact Franklin Smith at:

Ph. 926-4136

Caymanian
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